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Art - Mrs. Andry 
 
I am excited to be back in a new school year and working with these fantastic third grade 
artists! For those that are new to Rosa Parks, my name is Mrs. Andry and this is my second 
year teaching Visual Arts. This is my 15th year at Rosa Parks. 
 
I have loved getting to know my third grade artists this quarter! I absolutely love third 
grade, and feel so comfortable with them, as it was the grade I taught prior to becoming the art teacher. 
Third grade students are creative and they can dive deeper into their art pieces with more detail.  I love to do 
projects with this age group that have a historical or cultural tie-in. We continue to learn about new materials 
and how to correctly and responsibly use them.  Some of the projects we did this quarter were owls for 
Art-to-Remember, oil pastel sunflowers (these are SO beautiful and are lining the hallway in front of the art 
room), Indian corn with pattern and bright watercolor painting, and directed drawings of realistic bald eagles 
to display for our Veteran’s Day program in November. 
 
I am looking forward to next quarter when we will continue to explore color and shape. Some things we could 
use in the art room are fine point black sharpies and blue sharpies. If you would like to help with any of these 
items, please send them in with your child. Thanks so much for your support!  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Library - Mrs. Hollinger 
 
Over the summer I rearranged our Fiction chapter book area into genre sections.  My hope 
is that students will find it easier to self-select books when they are separated by genre.  We 
began the year by learning more about the 8 genres we have represented in our library: 
Fantasy, Realistic Fiction, Humor, Historical Fiction, Scary Stories, Sports Stories, Mystery, 
and Animal Tales.  During check out time each library class, I remind the kids to focus on 
reading the summaries of books and trying to find a book they can read from beginning to 
end.  It is common for many kids to start some books and never finish, but if your child is not 

finishing ANY book that they start, then they probably need some help in finding a good fit.  Please help 
stress the importance of reading everyday.  During this time, students should have free choice in what they 
read - take this opportunity to make it a family read-aloud time!  If you ever need book recommendations for 
your student or have any questions about the library, please feel free to contact me at 
katy.hollinger@fayette.kyschools.us 
 
Third graders also started using Biblionasium this quarter. Biblionasium is what I describe as “Goodreads for 
Kids.”  It is a social media site connected with Destiny, our library catalog.  Students can engage with their 
classmates, teachers, and family members about the books they are reading (they do not have the ability to 
interact with anyone outside of RPE).  Biblionasium is a site where students can keep track of what they are 
reading.  They cannot, however, read books through this site.  Please ask your child to log in and show you 
the amazing things they are doing on Biblionasium! 

● Add books to virtual bookshelves.  Students can add books they are currently reading, books 
they want to read, and books they have finished reading to their bookshelf.  In the spring this 
will be a great way to look back on the year to see what books they have read. 

● Make book recommendations to friends.  We discussed what it means to make a thoughtful 
book recommendation to a classmate.  This really fosters a community of readers when 
students start discussing the books they have read. 

● Write book reviews. We talked about and practiced writing quality book reviews.  A quality 
review not only gives a short summary of the book, but also gives the reader’s opinion of the 
book without giving away the ending.  

 
Third graders also discussed many topics related to Digital Citizenship.  We learned about creating a strong 
password (and why it’s necessary).  Internet Safety in general was also discussed - why it’s important to keep 
private information off the internet and how to do that.  We role-played several scenarios related to 
cyber-bullying so that students would know how to react if faced with a similar situation on the internet.  We 
will continue to discuss Digital Citizenship throughout the year. 
 
Coming Soon! 
● Scholastic Book Fair November 4th - 8th!  Family Night will be Monday, November 4 from 4:00-7:00 PM  

with pizza for sale in the cafeteria and dancing in the gym!  
● Visit our Book Fair website to add money to your child’s eWallet account or sign up to 

volunteer!  https://www.scholastic.com/bf/rpe19 
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Music - Mrs. Lawson 
 

My name is Mrs. Lawson and this is my 16th year teaching at Rosa Parks and my 27th year 
overall. I have enjoyed working with your children and discovering their musical talents.  
 
Third grade students are learning about music elements including form, tempo, dynamics 
and style. Students identified various styles of music including  SuperMarket Shuffle (Rap) 
and Scotland’s Burning (traditional).   The students really enjoyed writing and performing their own raps to 
coincide with SuperMarket Shuffle. Students experienced the elements of drama by a class production of Don 
Gato.  We performed music from different cultures and periods like Don Gato (Mexico), Ambos a Dos (Latin 
America), and One Bottle of Pop (England).  Rhythms were explored while using our crash cans. Music written 
for artistic expression was analyzed by students including Happy Farmer and Dreaming (Schumann).  Songs 
were played and sung alone and with others using simple notation and a varied repertoire including Rockin’ 
Robin, Do Wah Diddy, and Billy Boy. 

 

Physical Education - Mr. Noble 
 
In Physical Education class we use the Dynamic Physical Education Curriculum, which has a 
four part lesson format; Introduction, Fitness, Focus and Game. Check it out for yourself 
here: http://dynamicpeasap.com/. Each week a new four part lesson is covered that lines 
up with the SHAPE national standards. During this first quarter we have focused on the 
physical and social benefits of exercise as well as the components of fitness.  We have 
accomplished this through jump rope activities, football throwing and catching skills, group 

fitness, basketball, soccer, baseball like games, scooter board hockey and parachute fitness.  
  
Our focus on fitness: Each week we cover a different component of fitness (muscular strength, flexibility and 
cardiovascular exercise) during our fitness part of the lesson.  Students actually perform the movements 
associated with the component of fitness being covered. We cycle through these three components from 
kindergarten on to ensure our students know how different types of exercise affect their body. 
  
We recently covered the skeletal system during class having everyone participate in a skeleton relay using 
rubber bones.  Specifically, students learned about the functions of the skeleton (allowing mobility, providing 
protection to our vital organs and supporting the weight of the body) and how to keep our bones strong and 
healthy. The students learned that exercising and consuming calcium (found in milk, cheese, yogurt and 
multi-vitamins) helps to make their bones strong. 
  
Skills to build on: Although we work on many different skills over a nine week period, there are some skills 
that you can help your son or daughter improve on at home.  Try practicing the following with them: 
overhand/underhand throwing a tennis ball, throwing a football (use a junior sized rubber or synthetic 
leather football, baseball (try Blitzball), basketball (use a 28.5” basketball and shoot on a 9’ tall goal), soccer 
(use a size 4 soccer ball) and jump rope skills (use a 8’ long jump rope for individual or a 16’ jump rope for 
group). Think about going on a nightly family walk or a bike ride together.  Families that exercise together, 
stay healthier together! 
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STEM Lab - Mr. Hollinger 
 
Our STEM Lab covers a range of areas including physical science, computer 
science, engineering, problem solving, and creativity.  We follow the NGSS 
(nextgenscience.org) and CSTA (csteachers.org/page/standards) standards. 
 
Our first unit focused on our 3rd grade science topic of force and motion, and 
tied in with their classroom Amplify unit on Balancing Forces. We learned about unbalanced and balanced 
forces by measuring them with spring scales.  We also used the PhET simulation from the University of 
Colorado to explore force and friction with items of larger mass.  In addition, we explored the basics of 
gravity and air resistance.  We finished up with a little fun related to Newton’s 1st Law - we did a version of 
the old “pull the tablecloth out from under the plates” trick using a bottle, a large wooden ring, and a brass 
brad. 
 
We then moved on to our Fall STEM exploration centers.  These centers allow the kids to use materials and 
explore concepts that we cannot do as a whole class.  Beyond the many standards that are covered with 
these centers, the big picture idea is to foster creativity, problem solving, and teamwork amongst the 
students.  This fall the 3rd graders were able to explore engineering and creativity through Legos, Lux Blox, 
and KEVA wood blocks; force and motion with marble run; a gamified version of Newton’s laws with Osmo 
Newton; and creative musical coding with Osmo Coding Jam. 
 
Coming in the 2nd Quarter - Incorporating Science, Modeling, and Programming with Lego WeDo 2.0 

 

Technology - Mrs. Rukavina 
 
3rd graders began the quarter getting set up with things like their Chrome accounts and 
Reading Plus.  I give them the opportunity to complete any Reading Plus assignments 
they have, while in here.  We worked on and will continue to work on keyboarding skills. 
This year we are using Typing.com which they access using Clever and their Chrome 
accounts.  The goal for 3rd grade is to type 15 words per minute.  They  more they 

practice using the keyboard, the better they will become.  They are able to access their typing accounts at 
home through the RPE landing page and Clever/their Chrome accounts.  We ended the quarter with some 
coding.  We used the Code.org site to access programs using Java Script.  Little Dot adventure was a favorite 
but they were able to explore other programs as well.  

 


